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RAY APPEALS TO 6th CIRCUIT 



Jamea j-’eaar, assistant counsel for the defense of James 
Earl Ray, the convicted assassin of civil rights leader Martin 
presented arguments today in Cincinnattl, Ohio's 

6th 24. C i rC ? lt c ? urfc of Appeals. Appealing a Memphis, 
Tennessee State Appeals Court ruling last year, denying a writ 
of habeus corpus in the case, Lesar asked the three-judge panel 
in Ray s behalf to consider evidence that Ray's guilty pleas 
was not voluntary and that he failed to get effective aid of 
counsei from his trial attorney, Percy Foreman. Also present 
in the courtroom were Bernard Fensterwald, Ray's chief counsel 
p " ;' 3 appeal, and Mr. Livingston, the Tennessee-based attorney 
P l y ,. has ch ° 39n to represent him if the case is remanded to the 
state court in Shelby County, Tennessee. 

Le3ar argued that Ray may have been improperly influenced 
hi.. guilfcy boc0 use of unusual contractual agredments between 

„ attorney and author William Bradford Huie. Payment for the 

Hqhi'nf ° ft £® cas0 res ted on Huie ' s promise of proceeds from pub 
iishing and film endeavors that would come from the"inslde storv" 

fr ° m Ray * Bound to a contract that stipulated 
PnZfl only , if Ray waa successfully extradited from London, 
Foreman may have had financial interests in obtaining a guilty 
plea, Lesar claimed. Ray's defense was being paid for, said 
_esar, y William Bradford Huie, a man who presumed his guilt 

n f\, And 8 M8rch 9 ’ 1969 l9tfcer in th ® court 
records -tipuloted that payment of Foreman is contingent on Ray's 
ilence in court, a fact that Leaar contends raises serious 

°^ 1 ? conflict of interest for lawyer Percy Foreman in 

the earlier conviction of Ray. 

„_. H J® aar ® 1 lt ® s . a ? father proof that Ray may have been press- 

dft?on^ d or 1 hJ' ed T infc f a guilty plea the extremely unusual con- 
ni'Qnnf _ f fv prl aonment. Ray's jailers stated that no other 

P , r i n Shelby County had ever recieved such unausual sec- 
urlty. Kept in a room with two guards present hours a day, 

cell windowc, aCt l 0 r W ^ S r l0ge:8d hourly » into a record book. R^y's 
cell windows, claimed Lesar, were blocked by steel plates and he 

ml ^rnnho 1 " cnnataT }* artificial light, as. well as television and 
mall 9U ’T eil i ance * addition, an irregular procedure of 

i^the Rav C rase° n coL P r 1SOn au t horiti9S went beyond censorship 

as weU as L «. Ev9ry latt9r R*Y received or sent, 

t -i Z , " band wntten notes and discarded papers, were con- 

Lesa^not J° P « 0d ®£ d ? ent to the Prosecuting attorney. Thus, 
n«h*i\» n0t *£* Zf 1 R8y 3 registered letter to presiding Judge 

the t nrAi« tt ? mPt K n f t0 chang9 hla Plea, was copied and read S by 
the prosecutor before Judge Battle saw it. y 

with thf a t^l«? U t d a that P ^ rC ? Poremnn negotiated a deal directly 
”};5 ^ J rial J ud E 9 on Ray's pleas, and set about securing it 
that reasons. Foreman told Ray, among other things, 

that the prosecution was prepared to bribe thafr 
Charlie Stevens if Ray pleaded not. guilty, that a guilty fc pll| 
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would secure a pardon In three years, but a trial would lead to 
the electric chalr 0 Finally, aaid Lesar, Foreman even tried to 
get Ray’s family to convince him to plead guilt y« 

Ray, claimed Lesar, began to distrust Foreman’s intentions, 
but felt he had no alternative. Judge Battle had already told 
Ray In court that he would allow no fufchher changes In attornies, 
meaning Ray would be stuck with the Public Defender’s office to 
represent him if he fired Foreman. Ray even attempted to ,get 
Foreman to withdraw from the case, but he refused. Lesar argued 
that Ray feared Foreman would fake the case, and wrote to Senator 
Eastland complaining that he had "paid my lawyers my money, but 
they didn’t interview even ?. 0 % of the witnesses". 

One of the three- judge panel told Lesar, "I admit that Fore- 
man went pretty far in almost demanding that Ray plead guilty", 
but ask9d why Ray went along with his advice, Lesar contended 
that Foreman could not give Ray good advice 3 ince he had not even 
investigated the case« He failed to secure the files. Bid said 
Lesar, as well as the extradition documents or scientific ballistics 
testso In his first seventy days on the case, Lesar pointed out. 
Foreman only spoke to Ray for one hour and fifty-three minutes, 
and had already reached th9 decision to plead guilty before see- 
l* n g evidence in the case. Ray, in desperation, tried to se- 

cure $500 with his brother, Jerry, in order to carry on his appeals 
after his forced plea, 3 aid Lesar. 

Unable to get Foreman to appear at the State Appeals Court 
hearing before Judge McRae, Lesar told the Circuit Court he had 
repeatedly tried to get the court to extend subpoena or personal 
Invitations to Foreman and Huieo Judge McRae, relying on strict 
courts rulings In this habeus case, found he had no power 
to subpoena witnesses over 100 miles from the court. All the 
major witnesses were outside that limit, claimed Lesar. Finally, 
Ray's attornie 3 made a motion to bar written depositions from 
Foreman and Huie, since they were denied the right to cross- 
examine them. The panel of judges questioned the government 
attorney extensively as to why Foreman had failed to appear at 
the earlier hearing, and took the case undjr advisement for a 
later decision. 

The question of conspiracy In the Ray case was not raided 
directly in the appeal, although one of the Circuit Court judges 
asked Lesar if Ray claimed to be part of one. Lesar later told 
this reporter that Ray contends he was a guiltless party in a 
conspiracy he never knew meant to kill Martin Luther King and 
frame him. Ray is somewhat recovered, Lesar told reporter*?, from 
an excruciating six years in solitary And is hopeful about the 
outcome o r the case. In an Interview with Ray’s Tennessee attor- 
ney, Mr . Livingston, he claimed that he had contacted an Individ- 
ual tied to organized crime that would name the "four prominent 
individuals who put out a $250,000 contract on-* King, In exchange 
for immunity from prosecution, - 

This is John Judge for WY30 "People's Hews" in Cincinnati, Ohio. 



